
February/March 2018 Newsletter 
 
ASSEMBLY 

It was lovely to see so many parents, family and friends at our recent assemblies. We enjoy 
these opportunities to share our work and hope it gives you a flavour of life in the school.  
 

               
 

Primary 1-3 providing entertainment at an assembly 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 

We’re always very busy at Abernethy and this term was no exception. Children took part in 
the Young at Heart Burns celebratory tea party which was organised by the Mother and 
Toddler Group. Primary 4/5 sang Scots songs, Rosa Coker, Lucy Ella McMaster and 
Ruaridh Trussell played solos on the fiddle, chanter and accordion, Alasdair Kearton recited 
poetry and Gina Smith sang Auld Lang Syne. There was more singing from Primary 1-3 and 
some ceilidh dancing to finish for the more energetic.  All agreed this was a super afternoon, 
bringing together different generations and making precious connections. 
 

        
 
VOLUNTEERS 
Former pupils have been joining us on Friday afternoons. As volunteers, they are excellent 
role models for our children as they work towards their Duke of Edinburgh and Saltire 
Awards. 
 

       



PARENT COUNCIL 

A new committee was established at the Parent Council AGM. We welcome Aurelie Walker-
Dean as new Chairperson, Jo Unda as new Treasurer and Jane Forrest as new Secretary. 
The priorities for 2018 will be a Safer Routes to School Project and consultations for 
Childcare, After School Care and the proposed 4.5 school week. The next Parent Council 
meeting will be held in school on Tuesday 27th March at 6pm. These are open meetings 
where parents and friends are encouraged to come along and express their views. 
Huge thanks are due to outgoing Office Bearers Ross Watson, Judy Burke and Lucka 
Poyner for their service over the past years. Their hard work and commitment to the school 
is acknowledged and appreciated by Staff.   
 

The Parent Council raised £450 for the school at the Bottom Bar music night at The 
Nethybridge Hotel. This was a great success and plans are already in the pipeline for 
another fundraising music night as well as a 60’s night in June. Check out the school 
facebook page for more details. We are very grateful for this additional money which will be 
used to fund Creative Arts projects in school.  
 

Thanks to Ross Cameron for organising a team of helpers to clear out the old outdoor 
centre. It was great to see old furniture being upcycled, raising more than £265 so far for 
school funds.  
 
PUPIL COUNCIL 
A mural project, organised by The Pupil Council is well underway. Members agreed the 
focus would be Abernethy Forest Village over four Seasons which they planned with support 
from local artist, Scott Sangster. They have also been busy organising a School Talent Show 
and there are further plans for fundraising, improvements to the school toilets and changing 
rooms as well as some ambitious ideas for the playground. Having consulted with pupils 
they have agreed a manageable timetable of events for the year. It’s fair to say our Pupil 
Council are a motivated and aspiring group of young children.  
 

 

JRSO COMPETITION 
 
Alasdair and Robyn, our Junior Road Safety 
Officers, held a Road Safety competition. The 
standard of entries was high which made the 
judging difficult. The posters are on display in 
school so everyone can see the fantastic artwork 
and be reminded of the important message of 
staying safe on and around roads. 

 

 
TRY GOLF SESSIONS 
Rona Smith and Jan Filshie came in to give all pupils a taster session of golf. Rona will be 
offering golf lessons at Abernethy Golf Club on Fridays from 3.45 – 5.00pm. Lessons begin 
on Friday 20th April and cost £2 per session. All Primary 3-7 children are welcome.  
 

       



PRIMARY 1-3 

 
Transport has been the focus for Primary 1-3 this term. The children enjoyed exploring the 
area by minibus, steam train and the local service bus.  
  
 

               
  
 

 

 
Primary 1-3 enjoyed a visit from 
Roderick McLeod, a volunteer guard on 
The Strathspey Railway.  
 
Roderick also spoke about 
improvements to transport for disabled 
people.  
 

 

Aurelie Dean Walker spoke about Thomas Telford and the children were fascinated to learn 
about the  bridges he built, the Caledonian Canal, aqueducts, roads and buildings. And for 
our aspiring engineers, Julie Steele read Rosie Revere, Engineer to the class as part of our 
World Book Day celebrations.  
 

                
 
 
Personal presentations from the children included different ways to travel to school as well 
as journeys on an aeroplane, space x rocket and Granda’s awesome vehicles!  
 



    
 

PRIMARY 4/5 

       

Primary 4/5 created a Rainforest Classroom! 

 
As part of their Rainforest topic, P4/5 have been learning all about Fairtrade. During maths 
they explored the meaning of ‘fair’ in relation to tea buyers and tea farmers and used weight 
and pounds to reach an agreed deal between the farmers and buyers. They organised a 
successful Fairtrade Party, using only Fairtrade products for baking.   
The children are concerned about the effect single use plastic has upon our marine life and 
environment and have been looking at alternatives to plastic straws. 

           

A visit to the Butterfly House at Landmark provided the perfect end to the term 

https://abernethyp45.wordpress.com/2018/03/05/fairtrade-maths/


PRIMARY6/7 

Primary 6/7 have been studying Space and enjoyed a recent outdoor walk in an attempt to 
understand the vast distances between the planets in our Solar System. The children were 
amazed by the distances involved and it opened their eyes to the huge scale of the universe. 
They created models to scale which can be seen orbiting the P6/7 classroom!  
 

       
 

            
 
          P6/7 rise to the challenge and create a fantastic display of their models 
 

 

ROTARY QUIZ 

Well done to our fantastic P7 team who took 
part in the annual school quiz organised by 
the Rotary Club of Spey Valley.  The team 
finished in a very creditable 6th place and 
showed some fantastic general knowledge by 
correctly answering an impressive 44 
questions out of 60.   
 

Well done team Abernethy! 
 

   
SKIING 
 

            
 

P6/7 have enjoyed two sessions of skiing and boarding on Cairngorm. Conditions could be 
described as “challenging” at times as they braved the wind and snow. 



ROCK CHALLENGE EVENT 

     
 
The rock challenge fundraiser at Grantown Grammar School brought all the local primaries 
together for an evening of entertaining and creative dances. Thanks to Sarah Winfield for her 
support with choreography and to all our pupils who took part. You were fantastic! 
 
NURSERY DANCE 

The children from Abernethy and Deshar nurseries have been getting together for the last 4 
Wednesdays to take part in some Literacy based dance workshops. Led by Laura McLennan 
of Eden Court Creative Dance, they have been learning listening skills and expressing our 
inner lions, elephants, giraffes and monkeys! 
 

             
 
INFORMATION EVENING FOR PARENTS 
We would like to invite parents to school on Wednesday 25th April at 6pm for an initial 
consultation on pupil Profiling and Reporting. Highland Council proposals suggest changes 
to the reporting format with schools moving towards a more on-going system of reporting 
throughout the year. We are keen to consult with parents and to seek your views and 
suggestions for change.  
 
ALISON GREGGANS 

Sadly, we say goodbye to Alison as she retires at the end of this term. Alison has been an 

invaluable support to Abernethy Primary, leading arts projects, Nature Club and increasing 

our awareness of the need for conservation through various projects. We say a fond farewell 

to Alison and wish her a long, happy and healthy retirement.   

CLASS BLOGS 
 
Class Blogs can be found on the school website. These are updated weekly with additional 
information and photographs…take a look.  
 
Finally, we wish you a happy and relaxing Easter holiday and look forward to seeing you all 
back at school on Monday 16th April. Have fun! 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
     
       
 

 
 
      
 
  

 
 


